
Contents

Relief forms

Fast and slow changes  
to the landscape

Activities

Complementary: 1 and 2 
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Skills

Writing

Speaking

Experimenting1
1 To do this experiment form groups of four. 

You will need : 
• a wide, rectangular washing-up bowl • sand • small objects 
(such as marbles, coins...) • a hair-dryer • small stones

Procedure: 
a) Fill the bowl with sand to a height of about 7 cm.

b) Put some objects on the sand (marbles, coins...). 

c)  Switch on the hair-dryer and aim the nozzle towards the sand for a 
few minutes. 

What has happened? 
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Name:   

2 Now fill the bowl with stones instead of sand and repeat the experiment.  
What has happened now?

3 Work in pairs to explain what you have been able to observe by doing the 
experiments in 1 and 2:

a)  Do you think the action of the wind on a sandy desert can be noticed  
in just one day? 

b)  How long do you think it would take for the action of the wind on a desert  
of rocks to be noticeable? 



Reading comprehension
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2
Listen to and read extracts from the book to answer the questions.

1 When Lucas wakes up the first time, what has happened to the 
landscape around him? (Track 8)

 
2 a) Who does Lucas think has changed the landscape? (Track 13)

 
  b) Who has really changed it? (Track 39)
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3 After the second night, why does Lucas wake up beside the sea? (Track 38) 

 

4 On the third night, how has the desert been formed? (Track 39)

 
 

5  At the end of the story, why does Lucas want his enemy, Noir, to climb  
to the top of the mountain? (Track 42)

 
 



Stimulating creativity 3

Contents

Relief forms

Fast and slow changes  
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Activities

Extension: 1 and 2 

Interdisciplinary  
with Art: 1 and 2 

Skills

Writing

1  Imagine that you travel to a planet where there are a lot of 
volcanoes, no water, but a lot of wind. Draw a landscape  
of that place.
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2 Now imagine that the inhabitants of the planet, who live underground 
(where there is water), are visited by a superhero or a superheroine. Draw  
a scene from this meeting.



4 Learning skills
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1 Look at the photographs. Then answer the questions and 
explain them in class.

 

a)  What do you think has formed the hole in the cliff in the photo  
on the left?

 

 b) What do you think has given the form to the landscape on the right?
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2 Look at this picture. What must this landscape have looked like several 
million years ago? Draw it in the square.

Name:   
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Think and answer 5
1 Look at this picture of the moon. There is no wind on the moon, 

and there are no rivers or seas. Taking this into account, will 
the landscapes change more quickly or more slowly than  
on earth? Work in groups to explain your answer.
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Name:   

2 Work in pairs to answer the questions. Explain your answers in class.

 a)  If you planted a flag in a sandy desert on the earth, and you returned ten 
years later to see what had happened to it, what do you think you would find?

 b)  If you planted a flag on the surface of the moon, and you returned ten years 
later to see what had happened to it, what do you think you would find?
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6 Research 

1 Do the experiment in groups. Explain your conclusions in class.

 You will need:  
1 rectangular washing-up bowl • sand • 2 bottles full  
of water • 1 large funnel • 1 small funnel • stones

 Procedure:
 a)  Half fill the bowl with sand, forming some small mountains.

 b)  Put three medium stones on the sand.

 c)  With the small funnel, pour water very slowly over one of the 
mountains until you have emptied half a bottle.

 What has happened?
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Name:   

2 Now, repeat the experiment, but this time with the large funnel, and 
pouring the water more quickly. What has happened?

3 Taking into account the results of this experiment, do you think that water   
will transform the landscape the most where it rains gently or where  
it rains torrentially? Explain your answer.
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7 Think and answer 

1 Draw arrows to join each landscape with the agent that has 
intervened in its formation.

Cliff

Canyon

Sandy desert

Cave

River

Wind

Groundwater

Sea
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2 Read and listen to the following statements. Then say whether they are true 
(T) or false (F):

❏  Sandy deserts are formed by the action of the wind.

❏  Vegetation prevents rainwater from washing away the soil.

❏   The mountains that existed hundreds of millions of years ago are much lower 
now.

❏  Volcanoes are only formed in places where it does not rain.

50
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8 Learning skills 

1 Look for a photo of a landscape with a river, the sea  
or mountains (if you are in it, better). Stick it here. Show it  
and describe it to your classmates.
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Name:   

2 What do you think the landscape in the photo will be like in millions of years’ 
time? Draw it here. Then show the picture and describe it to your classmates.
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9 Writing 

1 Look at the picture.  
Why do you think smoke  
is coming out of the  
mountain? Explain  
it in your own words.
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Name:   

2 Imagine you live near a mountain. One morning, when you get up, you look 
through the window and you see smoke coming from the mountain. You run 
to warn your family. Write the dialogue you will have with them. Then ask 
a classmate to help you and act it out in front of the class.

You: 

Father: 

You: 

Father: 

You: 

Father: 



10

Contents
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Reading

Writing 

Think and answer 

1 Look at these two rocks. The one on the left is granite, a very 
hard rock. The one on the right is clay, a much softer rock. 
Which landscape would change more quickly, one formed 
by granite or one formed by clay? Explain your answer.
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2 Why do you think that clay is used instead of granite to make ceramics?

 

3 Why do you think that granite is used instead of clay to make a kitchen 
worktop?

 





Ana Alonso
The Rock-Eating Monster
Illustrations by Lucía Serrano
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