
Contents

The human figure

Activities

Consolidation:  
1 and 2

Skills

Writing

Speaking

Applying what you have learnt1
1 Look at these  

two portraits  
and answer  
the questions.

a) Which of the two portraits do you think is more realistic, the 
one on the right or the one on the left?

 
b) Which of the types of portraits that we have seen in the story 
does the portrait on the left remind you of? Why?
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Name:  

2 The portrait on the left represents a young lady called Josette. Why do you think 
the artist painted Josette that way? Underline the correct answer (there may be 
more than one). Compare your answers with your classmates.

a) Because he thought she was prettier that way than in real life.

b) Because he didn’t know how to paint any other way.

c) Because he wanted to show people a different way to look at things.

d) Because he was joking.

e) Because he wanted to experiment.



Learning to learn

Contents

Observation  
and analysis

Activities

Extension: 1 and 3

In group: 2

Skills

Writing

Speaking

2
1 Look at the painting attentively  

and answer the questions. 

 a) What is the person’s face made of?

b) What is the hair made of?

c) What is the dress made of?

d) Do you know the names of the flowers that we can see in the 
painting? Write their names here (you can share the ones you 
know with your classmates).
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Name:  

2 Work in groups. Talk about  
the painting with your  
classmates and answer t 
he following question:  
Which of the portraits  
of Mr Grunt do you think  
this one would be  
friends with?

 

 

3 Draw inside the box  
a character composed  
of toys or school material. 



Thinking and making connections3

Contents

Observation  
and analysis 

Activities

Extension: 1, 2 and 3

Skills

Writing

Speaking

1 Look at this painting and answer the questions:

 a)  Pay attention to the man at  
the front, whose back we can  
see. What do you think  
the spots on his chair, on his  
hair and on his suit represent?

 

b)  Mention the clearest differences between the way people dress in 
the painting and the way people dress these days.
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Name:  

2 Which of the portraits of Mr Grunt do you think would like this painting? Why?

3 Explain what you like most about the painting. Write your answer here.  
Then take turns with your classmates to explain it in front of the class.



4 Experimenting

Contents

The human figure

Colours

Activities

Consolidation: 1, 2, 3 
and 4

Skills

Speaking

Writing

1 Try to draw or paint a portrait  
of one of your classmates by  
using Mr Wild’s painting style.

2 Does your classmate like the  
colours that you have chosen  
or would he/she have preferred  
other colours? Write his or her  
answer here:

 

 

 

 

© Grupo Anaya



 3  Now draw or paint a portrait of your  
classmate by using Mr Dreams’ painting style.

 4  Ask your classmate the thing that he or she  
likes most about the portrait and why.  
Write his or her answer here:

Name:  



Contents

Creativity

Activities

Extension and 
interdisciplinary  
with English: 1

Complementary: 2

Skills

Listening

Reading

Writing

Speaking

Stimulating creativity5

1  Look attentively at the portrait of Mr Dreams (page 32 of the book). 
Listen and read the description of Mr Dreams. Explain with your 
own words the differences between this portrait and the other 
portraits painted by Max.

13
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Name:  

2 Clip out some pieces of photographs from magazines, leaflets or newspapers 
and paste them in the box to create an illustration titled ‘The Wait’. Then take 
turns with your classmates to show your illustrations and explain them to 
the class.



Contents

The human figure

Colours

Activities

Extension: 1 and 2

Skills

Writing

Speaking

6 Applying what you have learnt

1 Look at this painting by Albrecht Dürer, which is a portrait of 
himself. Answer the following questions. Compare your answers to 
those of your classmates.

 a) What are the predominant colours in  
the painting?

 

 

b)  What impression do you think the artist  
wanted to create by making a painting  
of himself dressed like this?
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Name:  

2 Draw inside  
the box your  
own version  
of the painting  
from the previous  
exercise. Use  
your own style.



Contents

The human figure

Activities

Consolidation: 1

In group: 2

Skills

Writing

Speaking

7 Thinking and making connections

1 Look at the painting attentively and answer the questions.  
Then take turns with your classmates to explain your answers 
in front of the class:

 a)  Which of the portraits of Mr Grunt do  
you think this one would be friends with?

 

 

 

b) Why do you think so?
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Name:  

2 Work in groups to answer the following questions about the painting in the 
previous exercise:

a) Do the colours in the painting reflect the real colours of the person that is 
being portrayed?

b) Why do you think the artist chose these colours and not others?

c) What features in the portrait do you think have been exaggerated on purpose?



Contents

Colours

Activities

Consolidation: 1, 2, 3 
and 4

Skills

Writing

Speaking

8 Stimulating creativity

1 Draw three portraits of Liza’s face on a separate piece of paper. 
Cut them out and paste each of them on one of these colour 
backgrounds. 
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Name:  

Take turns with your classmates to show your portraits to the class and to explain 
your answers to the following questions:

2 From the three portraits that you have drawn, which do you think is the most 
cheerful, the one with the yellow background, the one with the blue background 
or the one with the grey background? Why?

3 Which do you think is the saddest one? Why?

4 Which one do you like best? Why?



Contents

Technique and 
materials

Activities

After school: 1

Extension: 2

Skills

Listening

Writing

Speaking

9 Learning to learn

1 Visit an art museum. Choose four paintings and write the 
information in the table. (Ask an adult to help you if you are not 
sure).

 I went to the  museum.

Title of the painting Author Date Technique Style
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Name:  

2 Look up the meaning of the following words in the dictionary and write it down. 
Listen to their pronunciation on the CD and try to imitate it.

 a) Art museum: 

 b) Oil paint: 

 c) Canvas: 

 d) Fresco: 

31



10

Contents

Creativity

Activities

Consolidation: 1, 2 
and 3

Extension and 
interdisciplinary  
with English: 4

Skills

Reading

Listening

Writing

Understanding what you have read

Listen to the audio CD and answer the following questions. You 
can also look for the answers in the written text if you prefer. Then 
explain them to your classmates.

1 Why did Mr Grunt want so many different portraits of himself?

2 Mr Grunt seems to find Mr Ordinary a bit boring. Why do you think 
that is?

3 Why do you think Mr Dreams speaks in such a strange way?

6

21

13
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Name:  

4 Complete the following text by inventing ‘strange’ comparisons, as if you were 

imitating the way Mr Dreams talks.

In the sky, the moon looked like a _____________________________________. The 

crickets were singing like _____________________________. The house on the hill 

was a _________________________________, and in my heart I could hear a music 

that reminded me of ______________

_________________________________

_________________________________. 





Ana Alonso
The Seven Portraits of Mr Grunt
Illustrations by Antonia Santolaya
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